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brate it in peace. Saturday is the Sabbath of the
Jews, who are numerous in each army, and should
have the same privilege. Sunday is the Christian
holyday. I therefore propose a truce for three
days."

Al Mansour replied : "Thus saith the Koran: 'Jews
and Christians, who believe in God and live good
lives, shall receive their reward from the Most High.
They shall be free from danger and punishment'
Allah forbid that Al Mansour should be accused of
disturbing the prayer of any man. Return to thy
master and tell him that I respect his scruples, and that
the truce for three days is granted. The wrath of
Allah fall on him who breaks it !"

The prelate retired, but Al Mansour, not trusting
the Spanish faith, caused careful watch to be kept, and
his vigilance was unhappily justified, for a troop of
Spaniards crossed the bridge in the night, but they
were at once discovered, and those who could ^not
swim the river were forced to yield. Whether this
were deliberate treachery of the leaders, or, as is more
likely, the individual attempt of some adventurous and
insubordinate baron, Al Mansour resolved to chastise
it by giving battle immediately; and Bermudo expected
the same consequence, and prepared for a desperate
resistance.

In expectation of an attack from the front, the
Spaniards had filled the whole space between their
camp and the river with their dense masses of infantry;
but they were mistaken. Al Mansour had too much
experience to entangle his cavalry on a narrow fortified
bridge. So, instead of taking the same road as the
Spaniards in their night attack, the Arab army had